
 

 

 

 

 

Eric & Gill Gagg 

December 25, 1935 - January 5, 2025 

  



Eric Gagg was born in Worcester on Christmas Day 1935, the son of Frank and Vera Gagg and brother to 

Jonathan. From an early age, he showed a love of the outdoors, sport, and teamwork – qualities that would 

remain central throughout his life. 

In the early 1950s, canoeing in Britain was still in its infancy, with enthusiasts experimenting with designs 

and materials. Eric, alongside his great friend and paddling partner Brian Cubberley, helped pioneer 

innovation in the sport by building one of the very first fibreglass canoes in the shed behind Frank’s 

supermarket (Burtons in St John’s – later Fine Fare, and one of the first self-service supermarkets in the 

country). At a time when most boats were still built from wood and canvas, their work represented both 

creativity and courage. 

His enthusiasm for paddling led him to become one of the founding members of Worcester Canoe Club in 

1953. Based on the River Severn in the heart of the city, the club grew out of the energy and dedication of 

people like Eric who wanted to share their passion for the river. He poured vision, energy, and countless 

hours into the club, helping it grow from a small gathering of friends into one of the most active and 

respected canoe clubs in the country. For Eric, the river was never just water — it was freedom, friendship, 

and a community he helped to create. 

 

Gill was born in Worcester on 23rd December 1940, to Gladys and James Roberts. Growing up on a 

smallholding, she learnt resilience, care, and quiet strength — qualities that shaped the rest of her life. She 

became Eric’s greatest supporter, always by his side on the riverbank, encouraging paddlers and standing 

proudly behind the club’s growth. Known for her warmth and kindness, Gill gave generously of her time 

and spirit, touching many lives both within the canoe club and beyond. 

Together, Eric and Gill shared not only a deep love for each other, their daughter Helen, son-in-law Robert, 

and grandchildren Jade and Ryan, but also for the river and the community around it. With Gill’s support, 

Eric’s drive, and a fantastic committee, Worcester Canoe Club became a hub for paddlers of all ages – from 

youngsters taking their first strokes on the water to elite athletes competing at national, international level 

and the club boasts 4 Olympians. The ethos that Eric and his fellow founders instilled – friendship, 

innovation, and a love of the river – still runs strongly through the club today, strengthened by Gill’s steady 

encouragement and care. 

Eric was remembered for his determination, skill, and generosity of spirit; Gill for her kindness, loyalty, and 

quiet strength. Together, their legacy endures not only in the club they helped to build, but also in every 

paddle dipped into the Severn, every friendship forged on its waters, and every act of kindness that reflects 

the values they lived by. 

Eric served as Chairman, with Gill by his side, from 1967 to 1984 – the longest-serving Chairman in the 

history of Worcester Canoe Club, a remarkable 17 years. 

We hope these pictures help tell the story and give an insight into the history and evolution of Worcester 

Canoe Club. We have tried to be as accurate as possible with dates. They reflect the dedication, hard work, 

and vision of so many who together formed a formidable team, driving the club forward from its 

beginnings in 1953 through to the present day. May it continue to go from strength to strength. 

 

 

  



We start with Eric’s own words on how it all began… 
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The Canoe Club’s very first “club rooms” – the other half of the old City Council River Swimming Barge 

buildings in Grandstand Road. A modest place to gather, hold lectures and meetings. It was cold and damp, 

and only had one tap! Soon the search began for something better to encourage new membership. 

 

 

9th June 1962 – Eric and Gill were married at St John in Bedwardine Church, St Johns, Worcester, 

surrounded by their canoeing friends – another use for paddles! They celebrated their 60th wedding 

anniversary on 10th June 2022. 

 



 

As the club grew, so did the need for larger premises and better communication with members. A new club 

magazine was launched in May/June 1968. 

 

 

  



The “new style” magazine, produced using a Gestetner with wax stencil, was published every two to three 

months. High tech for the time, it was even entered into a Gestetner competition for the best home-

produced magazine! 

 

 

 

 



 

By June/July 1969, hopes were rising that permission would be granted for a new club building on Hylton 

Road – fingers crossed! 

 

 

  



In September/October 1970, good news arrived – permission had been granted. The club now looked 

ahead to its ambitious five-year plan: to build on Hylton Road and eventually move to a new river sports 

complex on Grandstand Road. The reality, however, was that it took much longer to achieve! 

 

 

 

  



The club was excellent at fundraising and members did all they could: Tramps Suppers, jumble sales, wine 

and cheese evenings, discos. It truly took the efforts of everyone – if they weren’t organising the event, it 

was important they attended to spend, spend, spend! 

 

 

 

  



Planning for the new clubhouse continued in the background, while building at Hylton Road was in full 

swing. With many skilled members, volunteer help was vital. Those unable to give their time were asked 

instead for a £25 donation or loan to support costs. The building opened in May 1970. 

 

 

  



Canoeing partners Eric Gagg and Brian Cubberley completed many long-distance events together. This 

picture, taken in the 1960s, shows them in their CG2 (Cubberley-Gagg Canoe No. 2), a wooden canvas boat 

they built themselves, the picture is during the Weston to Barry race. 

 

 

 

Brian Cubberley (left) and Eric Gagg (right) receiving a trophy for winning the Weston to Barry race. 

 

 



Press cuttings, certificates, and badges from the long-distance races they completed. A promotional press 

photo shows Frank Wagner and Alan Edwards on the bank, with Eric and Brian in the canoe. 

 

 

  



Eric and Brian in their canoe, with Olympians Frank Wagner and Alan Edwards on the bank. This 

photograph was taken for a press release. 

 

 

 

The committee worked hard to grow membership. Their original goal was 200 members in 2 years – a 

target they far exceeded! Keen to raise the club’s profile, they created a large stand for the Worcester 

Festival, the perfect showcase right beside the river they loved. 

 



The Worcester Canoe Club stand – a proud display of the club’s achievements and ambitions. 

 

 

 

Eric also enjoyed slalom. This photo was taken in 1970, upstream of Builth Wells at “The Rocks”, Wales. 

 



Never afraid of innovation, members tested a prototype four-seater kayak. From left to right: Chris Skellern, 

Steven Jenkinson, Eric Gagg, and Chris Hillman. Fibreglass-built and designed in two parts for easier 

transport, such boats were rare on the water at the time due to cost. 

 



Meanwhile, riverside development on Grandstand Road was still under discussion! 

 

 

Finally – Grandstand Road was under construction! 

 



The old and the new. The old Hylton Road building was dismantled by members as part of the planning 

conditions for the new build. This photo shows the start of deconstruction with the new clubhouse in the 

background. 

 

Jumping forward, here we are today. Eric felt that his journey was complete when he retired as Chairman 

shortly after the new Canoe Club building opened in 1984, due to work commitments he was unable to 

give the club 100% and if Eric was going to do anything, it had to be 100% commitment! 

 



The last time Eric (aged 87) visited the Canoe Club. Sadly, Gill had passed away the previous month. In 

August 2022, Eric came to watch the Nationals – one of the first major events the club had organised under 

his chairmanship back in 1971. He was delighted to see so many founding members still active, some even 

out on the river. He was deeply touched by the warmth and kindness shown to him, proof that the ethos 

built in those early days – together with that drive and ambition – is still very much alive and thriving today. 

 

And finally, a wonderful couple remembered by everyone. 

They were the most amazing parents, grandparents, and parents-in-law. I have so many personal memories 

of the canoe club, as much of my childhood was spent there! 

 

I hope these pictures bring back fond memories for others too, while showing the younger generation the 

grit and determination that built this club. I wish it every success for the future. Helen 


