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Eric Gagg was born in Worcester on Christmas Day 1935, the son of Frank and Vera Gagg and brother to
Jonathan. From an early age, he showed a love of the outdoors, sport, and teamwork — qualities that would
remain central throughout his life.

In the early 1950s, canoeing in Britain was still in its infancy, with enthusiasts experimenting with designs
and materials. Eric, alongside his great friend and paddling partner Brian Cubberley, helped pioneer
innovation in the sport by building one of the very first fibreglass canoes in the shed behind Frank’s
supermarket (Burtons in St John’s — later Fine Fare, and one of the first self-service supermarkets in the
country). At a time when most boats were still built from wood and canvas, their work represented both
creativity and courage.

His enthusiasm for paddling led him to become one of the founding members of Worcester Canoe Club in
1953. Based on the River Severn in the heart of the city, the club grew out of the energy and dedication of
people like Eric who wanted to share their passion for the river. He poured vision, energy, and countless
hours into the club, helping it grow from a small gathering of friends into one of the most active and
respected canoe clubs in the country. For Eric, the river was never just water — it was freedom, friendship,
and a community he helped to create.

Gill was born in Worcester on 23rd December 1940, to Gladys and James Roberts. Growing up on a
smallholding, she learnt resilience, care, and quiet strength — qualities that shaped the rest of her life. She
became Eric’s greatest supporter, always by his side on the riverbank, encouraging paddlers and standing
proudly behind the club’s growth. Known for her warmth and kindness, Gill gave generously of her time
and spirit, touching many lives both within the canoe club and beyond.

Together, Eric and Gill shared not only a deep love for each other, their daughter Helen, son-in-law Robert,
and grandchildren Jade and Ryan, but also for the river and the community around it. With Gill’s support,
Eric’s drive, and a fantastic committee, Worcester Canoe Club became a hub for paddlers of all ages — from
youngsters taking their first strokes on the water to elite athletes competing at national, international level
and the club boasts 4 Olympians. The ethos that Eric and his fellow founders instilled — friendship,
innovation, and a love of the river — still runs strongly through the club today, strengthened by Gill’s steady
encouragement and care.

Eric was remembered for his determination, skill, and generosity of spirit; Gill for her kindness, loyalty, and
quiet strength. Together, their legacy endures not only in the club they helped to build, but also in every
paddle dipped into the Severn, every friendship forged on its waters, and every act of kindness that reflects
the values they lived by.

Eric served as Chairman, with Gill by his side, from 1967 to 1984 — the longest-serving Chairman in the
history of Worcester Canoe Club, a remarkable 17 years.

We hope these pictures help tell the story and give an insight into the history and evolution of Worcester
Canoe Club. We have tried to be as accurate as possible with dates. They reflect the dedication, hard work,
and vision of so many who together formed a formidable team, driving the club forward from its
beginnings in 1953 through to the present day. May it continue to go from strength to strength.



We start with Eric’s own words on how it all began...
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Neville Hinton 1953 to 1979

Bernie knight | How it all began.......
John Luxton

Canoeing on the River Severn at Worcester was my
Robin Powell favorite pastime. Having built a PBK canvas double
canoe in 1952 and whilst spending many hours on
the river, I met others doing the same. We formed a
Dave Rea group that used to meet up and chat about how it
would be good to have a place where we could meet
and somewhere to store our boats.

Tony O’Connell

We made contact with the Sea Scouts run by Mr
Challenor who suggested that we could use the other
Mr Roger Benger | half of the old City Council River Swimming Barge
buildings in Grandstand Road.

Presidents

Mr Roy McKee
These were all concrete and in a very dilapidated

state. Mr Challenor advised us to apply to the City
Council for permission to take over this part of the
building. To enable us to do this, we had to form an
official group which we called Worcester Canoe Club
in 1953.

Dr W D Steele
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It didn’t help though,
that we had to remove,
in some places 8ft of
mud to find the lower
deck and that every
time the river flooded
we had to spend hours
cleaning all the silt out
of the building and off
the steps.

Soon others heard
about us and what we
were doing and either

Picture 2

Eventually, one half of the building
was turned into a boat store in
which the first committee meeting
was held.

Money was raised by membership
fees, donations and scrounging, at
which we all became pretty good!

joined the club or supported us in our fund raising activities.

Our only water supply




As well as working on the Canoe Club
premises and canoeing on the river, we
also began to have a social life too.
However, all too soon some of us had to
join the forces, just meeting up when we
were on leave, but those two years soon
passed and we were all grateful to those
who continued to hold it all together while
we, at different times, had those two years
of enforced absence.

Just before Brian Cubberley and I went into the forces, we built the first
fiberglass canoe in England called ‘CG1’. We were fortunate enough to
be able to use an old building at the rear of a supermarket where we
built three racing kayaks. It was a big learning curve but one which we
both enjoyed. We would have loved to have gone into boat building
when we came out of the forces but in those two years, others had
jumped on the band
wagon and we
didn’t have the
finance to compete
with the now well
established
businesses. We did
however design
and build a
two-seater canvas
racing canoe

which we called
‘CG2’ in 1959.

Eric and Brian built 3 of the first fiberglass boats in
Many other club England (CG1)
members built their
own boats too in both fiberglass and canvas.
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B Eric Gagg and Brian Cubberley in ‘CG2’
How to carry a double canoe on a convertible

car which was called the ‘Blue Streak Missile’!

We got involved with Long
Distance Racing , having been en-
couraged by Geoff Blackford who
had recently joined the club. We
travelled all over the country each
weekend. There used to be quite a
group of us with supporting
parents and girlfriends who used
to follow the race by car, cheer us
on at portages and meet us at the other end.

Bryan Harrison introduced us to Slalom, which
was a rough water race where your body, canoe * i
or paddles could NOT go under or touch the v
gate poles. What a difference to today!

Paul Lampitt Bryan Harrison

)
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Soon the name of Worcester Canoe Club was a force to be reckoned with, so
much so, that in 1961 and 1962 we won the much prized Hasler Trophy, the
accolade of Long Distance Racing.

The Club felt very honoured and
extremely proud and were soon
coming to the attention of the
press and the City Council.

With growing membership,
encouraged with the great team of
canoeing coaches we had, we
needed more space for boat
storage, changing facilities,
together with a large room with a
bar, for both socialising and to enable us to raise much needed funds. Our
premises were rapidly getting far too small for us.

Hasler Trophy (centre) together wnth many
other trophies won by Club Members 1961

This was at the time the Council decided that the Racecourse should be
re-vamped with the demolition of the Grandstand Hotel and our Canoe Club
and in its place build what is now the Grandstand area.

We approached the City Council, and after a long struggle, but with a lot of
help from many of them and several benefactors - to whom we shall be eter-
nally grateful, we obtained permission to build a temporary club house. They
gave the us the use of the site in Hylton Road for 4 years, which we were able
to stretch considerably. But we succeeded and built a wonderful clubhouse, in
6 months, with boat storage, large social room, lounge and bar. The building
team, led by Paul (Lil) Lampitt, resulted in many happy times and to the
growth of the club and was a great stepping stone to the present club.

Peter Walker MP
presenting Paul
Lampitt witha
surprise gift for his
work in planning the
construction of the
club house at the
opening ceremony




All the while,
increasing our
membership with
coaching, we also kept
up our true

sport: Canoeing.

In 1971 we were
privileged to organize
the National Long
Distance Canoe

Championships, which S g : Sl
turned out to be a very an
international event and was opened
by Peter Walker MP.

Canoes waiting to be launched for the start
of the Nationals

Teams came from all over Europe, :
USA, and in 1972 South Africa, then
officially banned but unknown to
us, entered under a different name
and country, as apartheid was still
prevalent in South Africa at that
time.

I\ .

This was the start of an annual presenting the prizes at the Nationals

national event which we have
had the honour to run many times since. !

Peter Walker MP

Other members too achieved top honours in their own classes, which
include Long Distance, Slalom and Sprint Racing. The latter was introduced to
the club by Frank Wagner, a member of the Hungarian Olympic team.

Club Members who have competed in the Olympics were Alan Edwards 1964
and 1968, Glenn Palmer 1964 and Don Smith 1972.

We are very proud of them. Well done everyone!
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The time eventually came when the City Council informed us that our time at

Hylton Road was up as they wished to improve the river bank. We were then
faced with the move to the allotted space on the Grandstand Road side of the
River within the River Sports Centre and build new premises there. This meant
raising sums of money in excess of £50,000, a lot of money in those days.

Once again fund raising came to the fore in strength, we promoted the club at
shows and using our lovely large social room we held monthly discos, tramp’s
suppers, jumble sales etc. We were also fortunate enough to receive some Grant
Funding. However, if it wasn’t also for the group of people who fought tooth and
nail with the City Council to grant us an extension, we would have been on the
verge of evection from our ‘temporary premises.

Credit must be given to those who fought so long and hard , not only to extend
our stay at Hylton Road but to have the type of future club house we wanted.

Also to those few on the council, our ex President Mr Roger Benger and the next
President Mr Roy McKee, who believed in us and gave us their enduring support,
we wouldn’t have a Canoe Club now. Although acknowledged at the time, most
people will never really realize just how many very hardworking people
dedicated all their time and effort into making the club a wonderful sporting and
social place to be. One to mention is Brian Cubberley our dedicated Treasurer and
I believe he became the longest serving committee member.

Moving to the River Sports Centre was the future for the Club and needed a tre-
mendous amount of work and organization to achieve such a venture, This is
where we have to thank Alan Edwards and his fantastic team, for their dedication
to the sport and the building of the present Club premises. Unfortunately there
are too many names to mention here.

At this stage of the development, due to my new job and work commitments, [
had to retire as Chairman. I have very fond memories of my days at Worcester
Canoe Club and have retained a lot of friends. I hope that all the members, pre-
sent and new, enjoy their time there too.

Model of Canoe made by Robin
Powell, presented to Mr F A Benger A
~on his retirement as President. Left |’ S
. toright Steve Jenkinson, Sec. | '

Eric Gagg Chairman,
Roger Benger, President.
Brian Cubberley, Treasurer
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One of the many displays we held to promote Worcester Canoe Club

This is just a small synopsis of my memories. When we meet tonight | am sure that
many more memories will come flooding back. They were very happy days, we had
lots of fun and laughter in between the hard work, training and sporting events. We
were always proud of our fellow members in their sporting achievements as well as
our own. | can only wish Worcester Canoe Club success and good luck for the future
and to keep up the good work that has always seen them succeed.

Eric and Brian winners of the Other uses were found for canoe paddles
Weston to Barry Race Gill and Eric’s wedding day 9th June 1962
Disclaimer

Due to age, memory and complete confusion after conversations with others (also suffering
the same) | sincerely apologise for any incorrect or missing information!! 60 Yearsis a long
time ago! Sincerest thanks and congratulations to everyone who has made Worcester
Canoe Club what it is today—a healthy and thriving club. Well done everyone! Eric Gagg



The Canoe Club’s very first “club rooms” — the other half of the old City Council River Swimming Barge
buildings in Grandstand Road. A modest place to gather, hold lectures and meetings. It was cold and damp,
and only had one tap! Soon the search began for something better to encourage new membership.

9th June 1962 — Eric and Gill were married at St John in Bedwardine Church, St Johns, Worcester,
surrounded by their canoeing friends — another use for paddles! They celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary on 10th June 2022.




As the club grew, so did the need for larger premises and better communication with members. A new club
magazine was launched in May/June 1968.




The “new style” magazine, produced using a Gestetner with wax stencil, was published every two to three
months. High tech for the time, it was even entered into a Gestetner competition for the best home-
produced magazine!
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By June/July 1969, hopes were rising that permission would be granted for a new club building on Hylton
Road — fingers crossed!




In September/October 1970, good news arrived — permission had been granted. The club now looked
ahead to its ambitious five-year plan: to build on Hylton Road and eventually move to a new river sports
complex on Grandstand Road. The reality, however, was that it took much longer to achieve!




The club was excellent at fundraising and members did all they could: Tramps Suppers, jumble sales, wine
and cheese evenings, discos. It truly took the efforts of everyone — if they weren’t organising the event, it
was important they attended to spend, spend, spend!

PLEASE

SUPPORT

Picture 15

Members of Worcester Canoe Club lift steel
girders on 1o the concrete pillars which will -
raise their new clubhouse in Hylton Road
above flood level. Inset is a model of the new
elubhouse as it will look when completed.

. SELF-HELP EFFORT

BY CANOE CLUB

ML MBERS of Worcester
(Canoe Club are taking no
chences with their new
premises on the west bank
of the river in Hylton
Road. . The building is
eing constructed on con-
ct."re:teg pillars which stand

eighteen inches higher than:

the present flood Jevel.
Not only have the 75 mem:
pers undertaken to meet the
entire cost themselves—it 1is
estimated that they will need

beiweea £700 and £900-- they
are also building the premises
entirely on their own,

With professional builders
and carpenters in their ranks,
they are spending as much
of their spare timé as
possible on the site, in good
weather and bad, and are al
ready a month ahead o!
schedule.

The new building, - whict
replaces two older ones
recently demolished, will bo
80 feet long and 26 feet wide.
it wili house a club room and
it is hoped a bar and a room

top the Tanay sectton, as well

48 providing cloakrooms for

poth men and women. More
than half the space will be
used for boat storage.

It is hoped to have the new
premises opened in time for
the club’s long distance race
21 May. Once they are avail-
ible it is planned to increase
ithe club membership as al-
though there is no official
~aiting list, there are many
arospective members waiting
21 opportunity to join.

+ - >




Planning for the new clubhouse continued in the background, while building at Hylton Road was in full
swing. With many skilled members, volunteer help was vital. Those unable to give their time were asked
instead for a £25 donation or loan to support costs. The building opened in May 1970.

partment can even start to

Compromise
plan for
Pitcheroft

A COMPROMISE plan is sought by Worcester City
Council to resolve the conflict over the £60,000
| river sports centre proposed for Pitcheroft, but it

is likely to be a year before the City Avchitect’s De-

consider the question.

The  coancil’s  Planning
Committee have  been told
that, because of pressure of
work, the department will not

1 's chairman, said t
project was excellent as a

gy the ootupcil's Esdtate}: and
roperties - an acin,
Management Committees wbg
say that the project cannot be.
considered in its present form.
The proposed site embraces
the Grandstand Hote] and the
surrounding complex of race-
course = buildings, and they
claim it would cost about
£500,000 to replace ‘them on §

have the staff available to deal
with the problem for about 1
months. i <

Councillor James Croft, th
committee’ i

-
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the other side of Pi

I
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| the question of Ve' campmn.ﬂse

e
only too well their responsi-
bilities as custodians for the
citizens of the land involved. f§

“We will be very interested
to hear what compromise the |
council might have in mind,
gh we cannot help but

1
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clubhouse.

Goodwill 4l As a temporary solition,

| they are asking the City

In 2 statement today Wor- f Council for permission to

d modernise and slightly extend
| the wooden buildings _they

il own on the river bank in

Hylton Road.
At the moment, these build- §
| these buildings are used for
boat storage, but by spending
£500, the club say they could |
provide _modern changiny
rooms, toilets and a club roori
f for which a bar licence W~
be sought.

One of the buildings would
be demolished and the rest |
given a face-lift. The club

oint out, however, that the l
clubhouse ~would ~be only

re (8 fomporary, lasting until the |

|

roposed new river sports
genlt’rg for Worcester is built
in about five years’ time.

DAMP AND COLD

The club, whose member- |
ship has increased to 64 in
the last three months, em-
phasise that they desperately |
need new headuarters if they |
are to continue s * aﬂleadmg |
club in Great Britain. :

Mr, Eric Grgg, their chair-
man, explained: “We have
required for years a room in
which members can meet and
have coaching lectures, Qur
present Si"sl?cto?hy concrete
ildi e
:uu{lrdmg “3“‘ d Hotel, is

aiso Hea
0 1
msﬁ,’.b , but pr
“This latter opinioy 3
from a figure of "£:.:’0?°nv

unsuitable, as it is damp, cold
and too small.

#Some months :ﬁohrwen

jed to the coun
:i‘::"in Grandstand Road on
which to erect a building 1gr
use gs a club house, but need-
less to say, this was rejected
a5 the area was required for @ |
on race (

car park days. "

“Hagvevef, the Racing M'“‘”& 1 ¥ 1’; W ‘:,
¥,

o

uggeste
Committee f’l:iu ote |

we would
move all our bar sto¢
persopal club items into &

ugh we may
if our Hylton
rejected.

Wl cress towards a bright future

Wl by ziving us the facilities we

(Yl require and wif] also bring

(4l about a tidy-up of part of the
ide,"” said < Gags.

NOE'STS
p]a_n and - was something
which ought to be encouraged.
His committee have been;
asked to seek a compromise |

WORCESTER Canoe Club, whose membership
has shot up by about 40 per cent in the last three }
are inuing their urgent search for a

0

approved

WORCESTER Canoe
Club's £500 scheme to
‘ provide themselves with 2
miuch « needed clubhouse
has been approved by the
| City  Council’s ~ Planining
Committee,

By voluntary labour,
club are to completely mod-
ernise and improve the timber
buildings they own at Acre
Meadow, beside the Severn in
Hy&l)ton Road.

ne of the buildings is to
be demolished and the nther)
given a face-lift and slightly
exten@ed to provide modern
changing ‘rooms, toilets and a
club room for which a bar
licence will be sought,

In recent years

own to meet socially or to
hold coaching lectures as their
single-storey concrete building
near the Grandstand Hotel is
damp, cold and too small.”

The need for a clubhouse has
been described as “desperate.”
he club point “out, how-

Members of Worcester Canoe Club lift steel

girders on to the
raise their new c

eoncrete pillars which will
lubhouse in Hylton M

flood level. Inset is a model of the
.b:{:bhnuw as it will look when comple,lefi.F
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Canoeing partners Eric Gagg and Brian Cubberley completed many long-distance events together. This
picture, taken in the 1960s, shows them in their CG2 (Cubberley-Gagg Canoe No. 2), a wooden canvas boat
they built themselves, the picture is during the Weston to Barry race.

Picture 17




Press cuttings, certificates, and badges from the long-distance races they completed. A promotional press
photo shows Frank Wagner and Alan Edwards on the bank, with Eric and Brian in the canoe.

Worcester
Canoe Club’s
Long Distance

Four members of Worcester Canoe Club pictured after wm.ui-; in lhe elllbs long distance race
on the River Severn on Sunday—Frank Wagner, winner of the K.l Class, Alan Edwards and (in the
:lnoz) Eric Gagg and Brlln Cubl bﬂkL
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Eric and Brian in their canoe, with Olympians Frank Wagner and Alan Edwards on the bank. This
photograph was taken for a press release.

The committee worked hard to grow membership. Their original goal was 200 members in 2 years — a
target they far exceeded! Keen to raise the club’s profile, they created a large stand for the Worcester

“‘VA'WAVIM
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Festival, the perfect showcase right beside the river they loved.

Picture 20
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Canoe championshipsf

 Worcester  Can oe
Club, buszly eugaged in
preparations for the
1971  Open' National
Cance  Championships
to be held at Worcester
as part of the Charter
~Festival, was formed less
than 20 years ago by
seven people who al-
ways seemed to meet on
the river .. .

They took as their head-

quarters the old condemned

swimming  premisés
Grandstand Road, Pitch-
croft, still the club boat-
house. In 1955 modifica-
tions started -and by 1957
the first clubroom = was
In the 'same year,
club members affiliated to
British Canoe Union
ind began to compete in

;Ez.bm and long distance -

:anoe races all over the

In 1959 the club held the
irst of the now annual
Norcester long  distance
:anoe races. There were 30
sompetitors {. . a bit diff-

went to entries these days -

will

provide Woreester
F estlval th

ihe annua] nat:omi cham-

slalcn:n attracted over 200

iﬂ? 1961 and 1962 the
won the coveted
National  Long i
Racing Club Champxonsha'p.-
1964 . two members,
ﬂx Edwards and - Glenn

iher, were chosen’ for

Al i ﬂie ‘Brmsh canoe team a‘t"”.' :

‘the long distance doubles’
t:ake place on the Monday
at 12.0. The 14-mile course
to

ch fo
the"%ﬁa;,:om e

In 1965 another member,
Chris Skellern, joined the
British slalom team and
this year Chris was chosen :
as leader of the Bm:{sh"
downriver racing team.

4ady
the USA o

Spain, “ 1
Denmark, Auma a’nd Tre- »few caspaltis? at the
land, will - Dbe . ‘mass start, %
on ;‘.(he city paddles hit f.«tgj;
week-end weirs will also be excellent

cester past Diglis and up
‘the Teme to Powick, and
then back to Worcester.

There will probably bea

- Passibiy ﬂ’”’ times ?;2 places to see some action,

In 1969 the club decided

it had to expand from the
old and inadequate con-
crete quarters and work
; ‘building the
00 clubhouse.

vhich Tun to over the 200 . fication

nark. ¢
In 1961 the club held

heir first slalom at Bevere,
a total of 38 competi-

5t momsh’s “Bevere

3 Aowe. t

country.. TSR
- To be asked to organise

© vision,

Yy day, August 28, urMonday,
August 30+ - .

as  competitors negouate
the_slippery ‘concrete walls,
parks will be
vided by the river bank
Worcester and at Bevere,
Diglis and Powick and

also expec’r.ed, as well as the
counmﬁs Press gnd tele-

The ohampxonsh lastr
for three days, from psSatwr-

compati-

tors | ‘have taken part in: the fin
carn procession, “while syste

along the river banh in

Worcester.




The Worcester Canoe Club stand — a proud display of the club’s achievements and ambitions.




Never afraid of innovation, members tested a prototype four-seater kayak. From left to right: Chris Skellern,
Steven Jenkinson, Eric Gagg, and Chris Hillman. Fibreglass-built and designed in two parts for easier
transport, such boats were rare on the water at the time due to cost.

- NEW CRAFT ON TEST |
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Meanwhile, riverside development on Grandstand Road was still under discussion!
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The old and the new. The old Hylton Road building was dismantled by members as part of the planning
conditions for the new build. This photo shows the start of deconstruction with the new clubhouse in the
background.

'1

’

. I
. :
N e —
- -k

Jumping forward, here we are today. Eric felt that his journey was complete when he retired as Chairman
shortly after the new Canoe Club building opened in 1984, due to work commitments he was unable to
give the club 100% and if Eric was going to do anything, it had to be 100% commitment!
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The last time Eric (aged 87) visited the Canoe Club. Sadly, Gill had passed away the previous month. In
August 2022, Eric came to watch the Nationals — one of the first major events the club had organised under
his chairmanship back in 1971. He was delighted to see so many founding members still active, some even
out on the river. He was deeply touched by the warmth and kindness shown to him, proof that the ethos
built in those early days — together with that drive and ambition —is still very much alive and thriving today.

And finally, a wonderful couple remembered by everyone.

They were the most amazing parents, grandparents, and parents-in-law. | have so many personal memories
of the canoe club, as much of my childhood was spent there!

Picture 30

| hope these pictures bring back fond memories for others too, while showing the younger generation the
grit and determination that built this club. | wish it every success for the future. Helen



